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Aimec-can |

by Dale Tarr -~

{He TivCan WonDeR

————

Lasé yemry im dnder=om, Intriems, all ttoa® Fenry of
7earning culmipated in a state of mipd for which there was
only one cure. The curs was an l1dea, suddenly and fearfully
conceivad from out of nowhere. To my wife T said,"Why cant
we wr%g a stencil around & paint can and mimsograph®® ¥

en I enlerged on the idea she couldnt see ény reasOm
why it wouldnt work so we went on a shopping trip. We got
a package of gstencils and some ink, some paper and thumb =
tacks, some adhesive tape an inch vide, rented a typewriter,
got an empty paint can -~ gallon =zize -- from a neighbor,
and finally, on my wife's suggestion when we couldnt get
regular mimeo ink pads from o loeal supplier, a yard of out-
ing flannel., We also had purchnged two large sheets of thin
cardboard from a stationer.

We went home and I cut the cardboard up in two strips
the width of a stencil end long enough to go azround the can.
I bound it on with the adhesive tape and then, after cutting
out a piece of flannel sO that when folded it wes a trifle
less then the size of a stencil, I thumbtacked it to the
cardboard. We got an issue of SFW together and stencilled
it, then fastened the stencils over the ink pad with strips
of the adhesive tape. I had put the ink on the gad with an
srdinary peint brush putting 1% on smoothly and freely.

Then, grebbéng what was now the 'drum® I proceeded to
01l it over the peper. Sciencs Fiction World was ftruly
bvorn. The impressions were more legible than many & fanmag
had menaged on o machine.

Later on when we cams back to Cineinnati I startlsd
Charley Tenner by showing him ‘mimeo~cen' the poor publish-
er's pride and Jdy. Charley and I put out en igsus, then,
the one with his blueprint cover. Cnarley could write an
eppealing article on home blueprint.

That issue, with editorial mention of the duplication
method evoked comment from all over fondom, Sevsral fen
thought that an article should be writton giving details
nocessary to the construction for benefit of othsr aspiring
publishers sO On the next pege will be listed the necessary
assentials and preceutions for the proper funetioning of
your Own home-made mimeo-cen. )

Lord help the paper shortage!l
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ourself a gallon cap without
!dentnggsgﬁhggbéaggeggfeggg.y You oughtgto be ab&e to pick
one of thoss up somswhere at no cost to yourself. Second,
you'll need some not too thick cardboard, particularly a-
volding the corrugated kind which will brezk instead of
bending. It's obtaipable ct statioers for about fiftssen
cents a large size shest. Common ocuting flannel costs o=
bou?é?hirty somec~0dd cents & yard and gupplies sufficient
matgrinl in one y-rd for several inkpads,
r";z‘ | Cu% out a pieee of fla£nel about the size of
\v'dﬁ%an 8% by 11 shoet of paper and cut your cardboard
‘vp-/ up into a coupls of sirips ~s wide.as n stencil emd
long enough to bcrely wrap around the con. Taks a
a 8tepler ond steple the piece of flannel %o one strip of
cardboard epproximating the center, then steples the two
sections of cardboard fogether, If one pices of cardboard
was cut just a trifle longer than the other and used as
the piece which hsld the flannel the two sections will lap
around the can meeting evenly with 2 minimum of bulge.
ST Tape the ends of tho cardboard toge ther firmly
{ '?gv and you now hoave vour 'drum' made, Put the ink on
| \I*' / with on orftinary paint brush about an inch wido. Dont
J —~  be afraid to put on plenty of ink but put it o% evenly
s0 that as you mako your run sections of the pad want be
running dry of ink. If you've got too much ink On you can
run off on scrap or newspaper until duplication is satisface
torY'.—-s
2P, Try e stencil op your pad befors you ink up .
o and Jjust above and balow the epds of the stoncil
| FiNNN€L Dplace rorizontal strips of tape across the card-
boa%ﬁ. Thesc servs as an accur-ts placement for your sten-
¢il, helping to get it on straight and also serve ns o base
for the strips of tape to stick to whon you are taping a
stencil on for a run. Otherwise, if ths tepe is stuck to
the brre cardboard and you have to reiss ths stencil to re-
11§ or something the tape pulls loose the outer covering of
W the cardboard and no longer sticks wsll.
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\\You can maks up a couple of eardboard sections with
glaﬁﬂel stopled on, using different colored ink on each ped
Ki'5' end by simply sliding one eardboerd off the can and
replacing it with the other, print in two differsnt colors
with o ninimum of effort, When running COPY never leavse your
drum standing on end because the ink will flow off the pad -
under the edgs of the stencil and start suudging your paper.
Let it lay on its side with a block to keep it from rolling.
A small ballpoint 3tyRus obtained from 19¢ up, is a hepdy
tool to have around, If you have trouble writing because it
tears the stenecil lay 2 piece of csllophané on the stencil
and use your stylus through the cellophans. Any qusstions
'gou mey have will be apswered in the néxt issus of Secience
‘Fiction World -- "The Fan's Comprnion",
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